Aberdeen Matawan Soccer Club (AMSC) Scholarship Fund
Chris Michael Dhume Memorial Scholarship

Chris Michael Dhume, a resident of the Cliffwood section of Aberdeen, played recreation and travel soccer with Aberdeen Matawan Soccer Club for many years, and continued to play soccer on other area travel teams.  Chris played soccer for Matawan Aberdeen Middle School and Matawan Regional High School, too. In his four years on MRHS’s soccer teams, Chris scored more than any other player in MRHS history.  Of his total of 28 goals, 13 goals were scored in his senior year.  Chris wished to continue his education after graduation by attending college to become a teacher, perhaps in early childhood education. Unfortunately, Chris Dhume passed away on January 22, 2011, at the age of 17, during his senior year of high school due to bacterial meningitis.  
To those who had watched him play soccer, Chris Dhume exemplified skill, determination, sportsmanship, dedication, hard-work and strength.  He had a true passion for soccer and earned the respect and admiration of his teammates, coaches, teachers, and spectators alike.  This scholarship was named in honor and memory of Chris Michael Dhume. 

Scholarship:
For the Chris Michael Dhume Memorial Scholarship, Aberdeen Matawan Soccer Club (AMSC) will award two (2) $1,000.00 scholarships to current or former AMSC players who are residents of Aberdeen, Matawan, and Cliffwood AND are a graduating senior at Matawan Regional High School or an Academy in the Monmouth County Vocational School District who score the most points in our selection process.  Applicant must be a player on Matawan Regional High School soccer team during the 2014-2015 school year.  Applicant must be furthering his/her education and entering a four-year accredited college.  Additionally, applicant must have demonstrated their passion and commitment to soccer, their education and their community. Applicants must also have followed the application process and met the eligibility requirements, as specified below, to be considered.
Application:

Please pick up scholarship application in the Guidance Office of Matawan Regional High School or visit www.amsoccer.org to download an application.  You may contact AMSC with any questions.
Please note:  The AMSC Chris Michael Dhume Memorial Scholarship is sponsored and awarded by Aberdeen Matawan Soccer Club (AMSC) and is not that same scholarship as the Matawan Regional High School Chris Dhume Scholarship.

Application for Scholarship:
Applicant Name: (Last, First, Middle Initial)______________________________ M __ F __
Date of Birth: ____________________   Home Phone: _____________________________
Applicant Mailing Address: _________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________

E-mail Address: __________________________________________________________
High School Name: ________________________ GPA: _______ Class Rank: ________
Years and Divisions Played in AMSC: 
Rec: ___________________________________________________________________
Travel: _________________________________________________________________
Season Refereed for AMSC or other soccer organizations: 
Recreational: ______ 
Travel: _______
Years and programs volunteered with AMSC: ___________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
Additional clubs, activities, volunteer organizations not affiliated with soccer: ________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
Colleges Applied to: ________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
Colleges Accepted into: _____________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
I, ______________________, certify that the above information is true to the best of my knowledge and that the essay was written solely by myself; the applicant.   

Additionally, I fully understand that to receive award and funds I must be present at the senior awards event when the award for the AMSC Chris Michael Dhume Memorial Scholarship is announced and awarded.  

I will provide AMSC with the name of the college I will be attending in the fall, to receive the award and funds. 

By applying for the scholarship, I recognize that I am granting AMSC permission to announce my name to their membership, newspapers and newsletters, and on their website, and that a photograph of me will be included in the announcements.  

___________________________________                           ___________________________________

           Signature of Applicant




Signature of Applicant’s Parent / Guardian (required)





The application process includes:

*
Providing three (3) letters of recommendation:  one (1) from a coach, one (1) from a teacher, and one (1) from either an employer OR leader of an organization for which applicant volunteers.  Please note that letters of recommendation must be in an envelope and sealed by the writer.  AMSC Board Members who will be part of the voting process cannot write letters of recommendation for applicants of the AMSC Chris Michael Dhume Memorial Scholarship
*
Submitting a completed application form
*
Including an official high school transcript
*
Filling in a resume of community and school activities (found on application)
*
Writing required essay (instructions below).
The eligibility requirements are:
· Applicant must be a Matawan, Aberdeen, or Cliffwood resident 

· Applicant must be a graduating senior of Matawan Regional High School or an Academy of Monmouth County Vocational School District who has met college entrance requirements
· Applicant must have a minimum overall GPA of 3.0 and be in good standing with his/her high school
· Applicant must be enrolling in a post-secondary education
· Applicant must have participated in AMSC’s soccer programs for a minimum of three (3) years
· Applicant must submit an essay, written solely by the applicant, describing how soccer has influenced and defined you.  (Essay is to be on a separate piece of paper, double spaced, in Times New Roman, size 12 font.  Essay is to be a minimum of 2,000 words and no more than 2,500 words.) 
· All above mentioned items (application, essay, three (3) letters of recommendation, official high school transcript and resume of community and school activities) must be mailed, with a postmark date no later than May 1, 2015, to AMSC, P.O. Box 900, Matawan, NJ 07747 to the attention of “Chris Michael Dhume Memorial Scholarship Committee” 
· Applicant must have played soccer for Matawan Regional High School during the 2014-2015 school year
· Special consideration will be given to applicants who have shown a history of volunteering
· A minimum of 37 points must be attained to be eligible for this scholarship.

Scholarship Committee:
Aberdeen Matawan Soccer Club’s Chris Michael Dhume Memorial Scholarship Committee shall consist of Aberdeen Matawan Soccer Club Board Members and at least, yet not limited to, one (1) member of (or a representative for) the Dhume family.  

If a Scholarship Committee Member has a relative applying for the scholarship, the application will be accepted, however, the Scholarship Committee Member shall not reside on the Scholarship Committee that same year. 
Selection Process:
AMSC’s President will receive all applications.  Copies will be made of each application so that name, address, gender, contact information, and date of birth of applicant will be unavailable to the Scholarship Committee members.  The Scholarship Committee will review and discuss ratings within each area of the applications according to the following criteria without knowing applicant’s name, address, contact information, gender, and date of birth.  
A maximum of 50 points can be achieved:
1. Soccer involvement – Scale points 1-10
2. Academic standing – Scale points 1-10
3. Teacher recommendation – Scale point 1-4

4. Coach recommendation – Scale point 1-4

5. Employer/Volunteer Organization Leader recommendation – Scale point 1-4

6. Community involvement and service/Volunteer programs – Scale point 1-8
7. Essay – Scale point 1-10   
The male student achieving the highest overall points will be selected as the male winner and the female student achieving the highest overall points will be selected as the female winner. 
Notification:
Scholarship recipients must be present at the Senior Awards event in order to receive the award and funds. 

AMSC will share names of scholarship recipients with high school administration, who will be responsible for inviting recipients to their senior awards event. 
Scholarship recipients will be announced and awarded at their high school’s senior awards event.  By applying for the scholarship, you are giving AMSC permission to announce your name to their membership, on their website, and in newsletters and newspapers that a photograph of you will be included.  
Scholarship Funds:
Scholarships funds will be issued by AMSC check to the selected applicants upon submitting to AMSC an acceptance letter from an accredited college or university.  
Selected applicants must be in attendance at their high school’s senior awards event in order to receive the scholarship award and funds.
