JOHNSTON UNITED SOCCER ASSOCIATION

COACHES EDCUATION MATCH ANALYSIS – OFFENSIVE TACTICS
Pick a team to observe during the scrimmage.  Write down your observations for this team only.  Do not worry about the other team.

1.  Does your team appear to be playing a direct style of play (play the ball long and run onto it) or a possession style of play (ball comes out of the backs to the midfielders to the forwards)?  Or both?  Give examples.
2.  Does your team appear to stretch the field well using both the length and width of the field?  Give examples.
3.  Does your team appear to consistently make the simple pass that is away from pressure, the difficult pass into pressure or just kicks the heck out of the ball as hard as they can?  Give examples.
4.  Are passes made into feet that are controlled well by the player receiving the ball?  Does the receiving player appear comfortable receiving the ball? Give examples.
5.  Do the players consistently check to the ball to receive it or are they constantly running away from their teammates?  Give examples.
6.  Do your players communicate as a team with all players looking to get into the attack?  What type of communication do you see?  Verbal, hand signals, eye contact?  Give examples.

7.  Do your players put themselves into supporting positions for the player with the ball without having a defender in the passing lane?  Is your center midfielder the “playmaker on the field”? Give examples.
8.  Do your marking backs look to get forward at the right times with overlapping runs?  Do your midfielders and forward recognize these runs and get the ball to them on the flanks?  Give examples.
9.  Do your forwards check back to the ball first when your team gains possession?   Give examples of what happens when they do?
10.  Do your forwards stay “connected” with each other during play to work off each other? Give examples.

11.  Does your team use short combination passes to get out of pressure or to get into the attacking third for shots?  Give examples.

12.  Does your team use negative passes effectively when needed to get out of pressure? Give examples.

13.  Does your team switch the point of attack to unbalance the defensive team by creating 1v1’s and numbers up situations in order to attack the open space on the field? Give examples.

14.  Does your team use limited touch passing to keep the ball rolling on the field?  Give examples of positive things that happen when they do and negative things that happen when someone tends to just dribble.

15.  Does your team get penetration into the defensive team’s defensive third?  Is this direct penetration with a player moving through the middle of the field with the ball?  Or is the attack from getting the ball into the flanks and getting services into the box?  Are the services of quality (with pace, bending away from keeper)? Are there players in the box to receive the service?

16.   Finally, can your team score?  Can they put the ball into the net from the build up of the attack?

17.  If you were coaching this team, what type of training sessions would you develop to help your players with the topics listed above? 
18.  Can you build a training session from today’s scrimmage that will give your players enough repetition in a match like setting to improve these essential attacking principles?  List ways you can do this.
