Benfica USA College Forum- 3/15/12

Presenting: Emmanuel College Men’ soccer coach, Dean College Women’s soccer coach, UMass-Boston’s Mrs. Dimitrakopoulos. 

Initial Decision Making  

Take player to visit as many college campuses as possible to help him narrow down where he might like to go. 

Take him to soccer games at all three division levels to see the team play, which will help player decide what level he would most like to play at, knowing he would not want to sit on the bench. Pay close attention to how the coach coaches the team. Remember that coaches can be smooth talkers off the field. It’s also best to talk with the players on the team so that it’s a team you’re going to want to play with rather than just for. This is where the overnighters with a team later on in the process are beneficial. 

Promoting Player to Specific College Coaches 

We must connect with and talk with the coaches that player is interested in playing for. Sophomores and juniors – the coaches cannot contact players directly (except through a general email blast) until July between their junior and senior years.


Send player’s resume with a photo, the video of entire game (preferably on YouTube), and playing schedules to all colleges he is interested in, especially ahead of all showcases, which could be the initial time they see him. Let them know schedules of wherever they can see him play - regional, maple, showcases, and High School varsity.

Provide every coach with a photo of the player. Coaches need a recognizable face to find in the crowd of players they are looking at each year. Also provide them with the field# he is playing on as well as the color of the uniform his team will be in at each game.

Very important for player and parents to talk with the coach at the showcase
Follow up with the coaches that you are interested in via email, to show your interest in that team and their college. Speak specifically about your interest in that college and soccer program. Have a parent review every email before it is sent out.

Promoting Player to Specific College Coaches  (cont.)

Be informed about the particular college – know both the soccer team and the school’s academics. Read up on them so player can speak intelligently about the school when he speaks to the coach - know the team’s record, and for your own benefit, the breakout of freshmen, sophomores, junior, and seniors on the team.  

Find a summer camp for player this summer¹ at a college he is interested in and one that is a school that he can get into (check school stats on collegeboard.com). Then get player’s photo, resume, and video to coach prior to camp, letting them know he will be attending.

¹Buyer be aware:  Many times it’s not as it’s marketed.  Be careful.  
General Information

Division 1 – your job is to play soccer. It is extremely demanding throughout the school year, which makes it more challenging to devote time to academics, which for your long-term benefit should be your focus.

Division 111 colleges cannot have tryouts, but they do have clinics and camps which are a sort of tryout. They will not pay for players to come for an official visit. They also have no ability to influence the school in getting financial aid for the players.

More and more often the money available to a college’s coach for the team is divided across players. It’s very rare to get a full ride to any school.

Colleges vary on the number of players on their roster. Approximately 25, but can be 20-30).

Highly recommend that the player go to the campus overnighters that are offered. It’s very beneficial when there is the opportunity to be with the team to talk about their experiences.

Remember that grades will impact where a player plays more than any other factor, including the number of and division level choices that will be available to player. Remember the basics – get your financial aid information in on time; send your college essay to your English teacher and make all the recommended edits; use your guidance counselor proactively; think about who you want to request recommendations from and ask them early.

Involvement in Extracurricular Activities matter – Clubs, Community Service, Employment, etc. Coaches and colleges want a well-rounded player.
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