Wyoming ODP Mission Statement: 

The Olympic Development Program (ODP) is a national program which is designed to identify and develop talented, committed youth soccer players to represent their state, region, and country in soccer competitions. It is also intended to aid in the preparing and showcasing of the players as student/athletes for exposure into collegiate soccer programs. 

Objective: 

The main ODP objective is to identify, evaluate, and train highly talented male and female youth soccer players. As part of this national effort, the Wyoming Youth Soccer Association's ODP program is dedicated to developing the highest level of youth soccer within our state. This objective must be achieved in an atmosphere of integrity, fairness, and impartiality. The player's physical and cognitive skills and attitude must be the only criteria for participation in the program. 
The secondary objectives are to: 

· Evaluate and select players in each ODP age group for a state pool of players for a State Team to be formed from.
· Advance the soccer skills and knowledge of players in each ODP age group through training. 

· Provide competitive events for state team players to attend in each ODP age group.

ODP participation does not mean that the players do not participate on their club team. ODP participation whether at the pool, state, regional, or national level, is concurrent with club team participation and provides additional training and playing opportunities.  Club players should be allowed to attend all ODP functions by the club coaches.  
Selection Process: 

Beginning in August and progressing into November, players are invited to attend one or more of the 3 open tryouts across the State (Casper, Riverton, and Green River) for their prospective age group. The tryouts will generally consist of technical training and small-sided games where technique, decision making, speed, agility, attitude, and work ethic are all evaluated by the Wyoming ODP staff. There is 1 mandatory state-wide training session in Laramie where a pool of players will be chosen in each age group to attend the winter training events, as well as winter and spring tournaments and showcases.  **All players must attend one open try-out and the state-wide events in order to be considered for team selection.**
In early March, letters will be sent out to all players with recommendations for Region IV Camp attendance based on performance during the winter training events.  Though Region Camp is a goal for our players to strive for, it is not the primary focus for our state ODP program.   Selection is never an easy task for age group coaches. The age group Head Coach uses input from other qualified coaches and evaluators at tryouts to make their selections. Final decisions for all teams will be determined by the age group Head Coach and the State Technical Director. 
Players are evaluated on the four components that make up a soccer player: 

· Technique 

· Tactics 

· Fitness and Athletic Ability 

· Psychological Component (general attitude)

Benefits: 
· Development as a player. The opportunity to train and play with the best players in one's age group. 

· Quality instruction from top-level ODP Staff Coaches. 
· Quality competition with games against other state ODP Teams and participation in Regional tournaments and showcases. 
· Exposure to College Coaches
· Exposure to Regional and National Team Coaches during Regional Camp. 

· The opportunity to represent one's State, Region or Nation in competition. 

Region IV ODP Camp: 

A week-long evaluation camp is held in late June and July for each ODP age group. State ODP Teams compete against each other throughout the week, with the players being evaluated by Regional and National coaches and evaluators. 

During the week of competition and training sessions, the players are housed in dormitories and will eat their meals in a dining hall or cafeteria. State teams normally train in the morning, are provided with educational opportunities after lunch, and play a game against another State ODP Team in the afternoon. Each day, Regional and National coaches and evaluators select players to participate in an invitation game to be showcased in the evening for all campers to watch if they are not selected for participation. 

At the end of camp, the Regional Coaches select a pool of players to participate a second week of training and games at the end of July. These players will train with the Regional Staff Coaches as a member of the Region IV Pool for their age group. Utah, along with Alaska, Arizona, Cal-North, Cal-South, Colorado, Hawaii, Idaho, Montana, Nevada, New Mexico, Oregon, Washington, and Wyoming comprise Region IV of the United States Youth Soccer Association. It is the best Olympic Development Players from these State Associations that are selected as members of the Regional Pool for their respective age group. The Regional Team Head Coach will then select his/her Regional Team from those players in the pool. 

Region IV Team: 

After the Regional Team is formed in July, competition may be scheduled anytime during the year. Typically there is a sports festival with the other three Regional Teams over Thanksgiving. Because this is during the school year, you should obtain your high school principal's permission 30 days prior to departure. Although the USYSA sanctions the competition and you are participating in the ODP, you can still lose your high school eligibility if you do not obtain permission to compete during the school year. This permission must be obtained by filing a letter of intent 30 days prior to any ODP event. If your principal refuses, please contact the Regional Administrator or Chairperson. 
Eligible Age-Groups:
1999 Age-Group:  Players born between January 1- December 31, 1999 (May participate in program for Training & Tournaments but not eligible for Region IV camp)

1998 Age-Group:  Players born between January 1- December 31, 1998

1997 Age-Group:  Players born between January 1- December 31, 1997

1996 Age-Group:  Players born between January 1- December 31, 1996
1995 Age-Group:  Players born between January 1- December 31, 1995
1994 Age-Group:  Players born between January 1- December 31, 1994
1993 players born after July 31st (August 1 1993-Dec.31, 1993) may participate in the program for training and tournaments but are not eligible for region camp)
ODP Fees:

$75 – Evaluation fees include initial evaluations (may attend all 3) and 1 state-wide evaluation.  The State-wide evaluation is mandatory and players will receive their ODP t-shirt at this time.
$350 – Program fee paid by all players who make an age-group team.  Fee includes all winter and spring training sessions and friendly games/scrimmages as well as tournament fees for one tournament as an ODP team.  Players will be given 2 additional training shirts and a long-sleeved t-shirt.  Uniforms will be distributed for tournaments or sanctioned events through the program.
$475 – Region Camp fee which includes housing, meals, and training during region camp.  (Transportation is not included).  There will be a $50 equipment fee for additional training gear for region camp participants.

Financial Assistance: 

Wyoming Youth Soccer makes every effort to insure that ODP participation is achievable for everyone regardless of cost. Financial assistance may be obtained by contacting your current Club, League or District representatives. Limited financial assistance may also be available through the ODP Scholarship Fund. In special cases, an installment payment plan can be coordinated. If you foresee financial difficulty, please contact the Wyoming State Office. To ensure confidentiality, please make all requests to Sandy Jenkins, State Office Manager. 
Registration:  Go to www.wyomingsoccer.com and click on “Register for August Evaluation.”  Log in and register online to pay the $75 try-out fee.  There will be an additional $20 registration fee for those players who show up the day of the evaluation to register. Players who show up the day of the evaluation must also provide proof of being a Wyoming Youth Soccer player with a copy of their player card or registration receipt.   
Conclusion: 

Wyoming ODP plays an important role in the development of soccer throughout the state by providing players with the opportunity to train and compete at a high-level.  Participation in out-of-state tournaments and showcases will allow players to gain valuable playing experience against quality opponents.  
2010-2011 Tentative ODP Schedule
August 14


ODP Initial Evaluations/Parents meeting – Riverton

August 15


ODP initial Evaluations/Parents meeting – Casper

August 21


ODP Initial Evaluations/Parents meeting – Green River
October 9-10

ODP Statewide Evaluations – Laramie

October 24


ODP Final Selections and Notifications

November 5

Deadline ODP Selection Acceptance and deposit of $250

November 13-14

ODP Winter Training – Riverton
December 4-5

ODP Winter Training – Casper
January 9-10

Additional Training for teams attending ODP Championships

January 15-16

ODP Championships – TBA (Full Age-appropriate teams only)
January 29-30

ODP Training/Indoor Friendly Games - Laramie 
February 4-6

ODP Winter Tournament – Phoenix/New Mexico
March 5-6


Wyoming Coaching Symposium/ODP Training - Riverton
March 12


ODP Region IV Camp Recommendations/Invitations sent

March 29


Deadline for players to commit to attend Region IV Camp

April 1


Region IV Camp commitments due to Region IV office

April 26


Deadline for Region IV Camp player fees 

May 1


ODP Region IV Camp fees due to Region IV office

June 4-5


ODP Spring Training or Tournament –Utah

June 13-14


ODP Spring Tournament – Colorado

June 30


First week of Region IV ODP Camp begins
